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National Agricultural NMuscum
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Vetermary Section Founded: 1974

Founder: D Nikolar Hiey
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Al

300 iicems showine the development of veterinary medicine in Bulearia
i veneial.
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Collection of veterinary items showine the development of the main are-
as of veterinary activine in Bulgaria.
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Contact Person: Liubka loveheva

2200 photographs and SO0 other items showing the history o the horse
in old times and during the Russian-Twrkish War 1877-1878. Philately.
Numismatics. Farviery. Sports, Military Teterinary Medicine,

Contination on cover page 3.

VETERINARY MEDICINE INTHIEE MEDIEVAL PERTO
THE CHRISTIAN KINGDOMS IN SPAIN

by Prof. Dr. Migucel Cordero del Campillo
Emeritus Professor, Veterinary Faculty Leon Universing Spain.

INTRODUCTION

When it comes o defining whai can
he understood by “leterinary Scien-
ce i the Middle . [ees there are Qre-
at difficultics, because we pass from
animal medicine, predominantly hoir-
se medicine and related wo smithving,
1o activities relative o animal prodie-
ction, food hyvgicne and the protection
of nanwre, Besides, albéitares menes-
cales or veterinary surgcons only
appear occasionallyv in many docu-
ments as witnesses of operations
where their profession s stated
withour giving anyv more detail. as
occurs in the case of manmy other pro-
fessions. Certain social groups scl-
dom appear in chronicals and legal
documents excepl in passing.

Most medieval studies are about
wars, political problems and ccono-
mic factors and are noi concerned
with other data. As an example we
have the classical work by L Klein
about La Mesta (a medieval associa-
tion of sheep farmers), which conta-

1Ly not one reference to animal m
cine. as thoueh tlocks had no il
sox in spiie of the fact that La \h
mcluded Leves v Ordenanzas (7.
and reculations) ruling on whai n
sures 1o tahe when disease apped
m flocks. My first conclusion is
many vers with traiiing in history
neceded 1o uncover a great dea
data which would mean nothing
those without any studies in hiol
but would be verv important 1o
professional history.

It seems right 1o also point out
the Christian kingdoms did not
a uniform whole, cither politice
ccographically or i farming pr
cos. I tact a large part of the I
river basin remained vnpopitaic
long periods of time with freg
war campaigns,  which  favor
wrazing, transhunmance and exien
agriculie 1 gencral. In conr
there was more intensive cultinva
with a tradinon of irrigated pl
and a denser population in some

S Inmroductory lectire by invited speaker, sponsored by the Thistors of Medicome Procramme of the Welloome
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ies of the Kingdom of Aragon.
cularly in lalencia.
nally we have to take into acco-
he fact that medieval Christian
Vloslem Spain were not perma-
"at war: There were frequent
wls of active interchange, even of
Jation, as  demonstrated by
al names of Arab origin in the
dom of Leon. These were due 1o
lozarabic populations who came
the Culiphate of Cordoba when
wnderwent religious persecution.
over, it should not be foreorten
he Iherian peninsula was a nil-
wal territory where the incipient
mee languages co-existed with
' Hebrew and Arabic to such an

it that there was a great deal of

lating carried out in Toledo.
Gerardo de Cremona translated
i’y De gradibus medicinarum
ositarum, Rhazes s Liber dictus
wi and Liber Almansoris and
g s Canon into Latin as well
v other works during the reien
‘onso X, whilst several vanslati-
cere made from the original Ara-
1o Latin at the Ripoll Monastery
tonia), especially in the 1ih
v when Abbor Oliva worked

s shall only look at the matter up
syear 1300,

THE PRESENCE OF VETERINA-
RY MEDICINE IN THE CHRISTI-
AN KINGDOMS
Inevitably it must be accepted that
some  medical-veterinary  activity
existed to care for the different farm
and hunting animals (dogs. falcons,
goshawks, ctc.) and even the wild
beasts kept in some courts. but hor-
ses. essential to farming, transport
and war, were most important.
Smiths and vets carried out both

Jobs so they shoed the animals and

looked after them when they were ill.
References to smiths and farriers
olten appeared in Leon and Burgos
during the Middle Ages.

Medical science was often in the
hands of Jews and many vets in Gali-
cia, Leon and Castile were of the
Mosaic religion and practised magic,
fortune telling. witcheralt, astrology
and occult practices which Christians
also took part in.

Veterinary science was well estab-
lished in the kingdoms of Leon and
Castile. A house in Toledo situated
near the smithy and adjoining the
yard called the “Albéitar” is mentio-
ned in a document dated 1175, Prince
Juan Manuel (1282-1347) recom-
mended people “to look for the best
vetifany beast is ill™ in his Libro del
caballero v el escudero.

The first vets we have located in
the Kingdom of Leon were “Martin

Juan albetere™ (sic), who appeared as
a witness to the sale of some land in a
document dated 10th August, 1313.

and “Simon albéitar, Jew™, guarantor
in a sale of farmland (13th June, -

1481), both in villages near the capi-
tal. As a point of interest we note that
one vet, three doctors and three sur-
geons were listed among health per-
sonnel from Leonese Jewry between
the 13th and 15th centuries. In Aréva-

lo (Avila) an Arab vet called Yuguf

sued a certain Copete for debts.

As far as Portugal is concerned, a
monk called “Bernardo™. who wrote
a book of dialogues called “Los sicte
libros del Arte v la Ciencia de la
Albevteria™ for those wishing to do
the examinations for veterinary sci-
ence, and Juan Aveiro. who wrote
Alveitaria at the beginning of the
15th century. are known.

PROFESSIONAL PRACTICI:
In connection with the work of smiths

.

and vets there was also the “conde-
stable™ (or high constable) (from
“comes stabuli”, count of the stable),
a post which appeared in the Leone-
se/Castilian monarchy as an inheri-
tance from the Visigoths, later repla-
ced by the “strator” (the one who sad-
dles the master’s horse) and which
finally acquired a military character
at the end of the 14th century. The

military figure of marshal appeared
in the Castile-Leon monarchy when
Juan I named the Marquess of Villena
(1382). Alfonso of Aragon, and later
in the Ordenamiento (ordinance) of
the States General ol Guadalajara
(Juan 1, 1390) together with nobles
and masters of the military Orders
and. again, the Madrigal Orders (the
Catholic Monarchs, 1476). concer-
ning the taxes that had to be paid
(“pague por la carta al sello trezientos
marauedis™ - pay three hundred mar-
avedis for the seal on the licence).
There were two stablemen (one of
them the “head stableman™) who
practised as para-vets in charge of the
stables in the kingdom of Aragon. In
contrast to Leon and Castile the
“menescal™ was the vet in the King-
dom of Aragon. Given the connection
existing between veterinary scien-
ce/marshalship and the importance off
horses we can admit that our colleag-
ues were well considered socially. In
fact vets did not figure in the list of

“oligios baxos ¢ viles™ (low and base

jobs) which noblemen could not do.

according to the Ordenamiento (ordi-
nance) ol the States General of Valla-
dolid (Juan 11, 1447) and. on the other
hand, Queen Isabel 1 (1489) named
what appears to be the first military
vet, Fernando de Palencia, in the ser-
vice of Prince Juan, to whom she said
“you will have and enjoy all the




urs, graces, favours, exemptions
freedoms, enjoyed in the past and
ent by the officials of our house,
to this post™.

n important document is the Par-
s (Laws) compiled by Alfonso X
Wise (1221-1284). According to
¢ laws (Partida 11, heading 21,
10). the studies relative to hipolo-
r hypiatrics and veterinary scien-

eured amongst those required of

ntleman so that he could “protect
1 from any discase there might
i Partida V11, heading 15, law
ere is an ordinance titled

\s the physician or the surgeon or
veterinary surgeon are held
onsible for the damage that might
¢ to others from their acts™, whe-
e civil lability incurred by a vet
wrong treatment if it led to the
h of the animal, or if treatment
iterrupted. was stated. Partida
qading 8. law 10, stated:

the gold- and silversmiths and
rartisans are held responsible for
stones and other things that they
cuilty of spoiling from lack of
vledge™.

ing gold- and silversmiths, doct-
surgeons and vets responsible “if
made a mistake in their work by
ror from lack of knowledge™.

An unusual example of civil liabi-
lity in professional practice which re-
minds one of the Codigo de Hammu-
rabi (code of Hammurabi) (about
1792-1750 B.C.).

Most veterinary surgeons practised
the profession freely and as itine-
rants, as did doctors of the time.
However, from the 14th-15th centuri-
es. large and small towns of certain
importance contracted their services
for 1 to 5 years, not to serve the muni-
cipal authorities directly but to gua-
rantee that the townspeople could
count on them.

In Santiago de Compostela there
were smiths/farriers in the 12th cen-
tury, as there were in Seville between
the 13th and 15th centuries, in the
service ol the town council. In the
town of Paredes de Nava (Palencia),
apart from smiths and butchers, and
beside doctors, surgeons and apothe-
caries contracted by the council, a
“saludador de animales™ (curer of
animals) appeared in the 15th centu-
ry, a kind of vet who treated sick ani-
mals, certainly not “with the breath,
saliva and certain prayers and formu-
lae, giving the impression that he has
grace and virtue for that™, as the dicti-
onary of the Royal Academy of Spa-
nish Language states, but by using
some other empiric recourse.

There are also documents from the
Kingdom of Valencia relative to con-

tracts between councils and vets,
generally for periods of 1 to 5 years,
after which the vet passed on to anot-
her place, possibly bettering himself.
The council of Villarreal (Castellon)
paid 110 sueldos (an old coin of dif-
fering value according to place and
time) per year whilst vets in Valencia
were paid 300 per year.

As for the smith whose work was
closely connected to veterinary sur-
gery, the significance he attained in
the Middle Ages stands out. Testimo-
ny to this is the news that amongst the
various professionals (surgeons,
physicians, smiths, etc) working in
the castle of Sesa (Huesca) the smith
was paid most in 1276. Many ordi-
nances regulated the work of a smith
in reference to duration of contract as
well as pay rates. In the States Gene-
ral of Valladolid (Pedro I, 1351)
smiths/farriers were contracted at
nine maravedis from the feast day of
Saint Cyprian in September until that
of Saint John in June. Prices varied
according to the different places and
bishoprics of the Castilian crown. For
horseshoes and their nails, including
the work of shoeing, the rate was
fourteen denarii for the “horses and
callaltas™ and one maravedi for the
flat shoes: twelve denarii for the
mules’ callaltas and eight for the flat
ones; for donkeys and with six nails
they cost five denarii and the same

with four nails cost four denarii. In
the States General of Toro (Enrique
I1. 1369) smithying rates were fixed
again.

Veterinary treatment  was  also
given to animals used for hunting.
such as dogs and falconry birds. and
even for certain wild animals, given
the custom amongst monarchs of
giving them to each other as presents,
a practice considered a sign of distin-
ction. Pedro el Ceremonioso (the
ceremonious) of Aragon had a “royal
lion-keeper™, the Jew Acaz-Aben-
Yacob, in charge of looking after his
beasts and it is on record that he gave
a lioness to Carlos of Navarre in 1348
and again in 1385. Falconry, of cour-
se, was very important and, consequ-
ently, so was treatment of the birds.

Some other ordinances reveal the
presence of vets in the Christian King-
doms. In the Ordenamiento (ordinan-
ce) of Valladolid (2.1.1412), inspired
by the convert Pablo of Santa Maria
against his ex religious brethren, it
was stated that “no Jews or Jewesses
or Arab men or women are to be vets,
smiths or carpenters...” under various
penalties. Fernando de Antequera,
king of Aragon, made a similar rule.
Before such measures Jews had free-
ly practised the arts and sciences,
especially medicine and surgery, thus
appearing often as doctors, surgeons,
apothecaries, midwives, vets and

¥




ivestock farmers and suppliers
.

practice of medicine. surgery
terinary science was regulated
dile by the king. who granted a
T and “gave power to examine
1ers on their profession or for
who are not to be imprisoned or
to pay a forfeit or sentenced™.
times those authorized did not
2 well and so complaints of the
tment, bribery and abuse they
d reached the king (Juan 11,
who took corrective measures.
ther veterinary mention appe-
the States General of Madrigal
atholic Monarchs, 1476) which

- gave to some barber or our vet
wer to examine, three hundred
edis must be paid for the licen-
i he has no power to examine.
yay sixty maravedis.”. That is,
:ould simply have a licence to
se or have the rank of examiner
irants o the profession ol veter-

science.

TSSIONAL TRAINING:
GUILDS

Middle Ages religious. corpo-
r commercial associations were
:d in the large and small towns
1 had a large enough population:
later became guilds. They appe-

n Castile from the 12th century

although they were not developed
much. in contrast to what happened
in the territory of the crown of Ara-
gon (where those of vets were well-
known in the kingdom of Valencia)
and in the Moslem towns which had
well-established professional associ-
ations under the direction of civil ser-
vants named by the prince.

The crown of Castile resisted the
formation of associations and. when
it tolerated them. regulated their ope-
rations from the time of Fernando 111
the Holy (1219) and his son Alfonso
X the Wise, who included restrictions
on professional associations in the
Partidas (laws) in order to prevent
oligopolies. until the  Catholic
Monarchs who eliminated the brot-
herhoods in 1498,

The associative process began with
the Tormation ol a cofradia (confra-
ternity) dedicated to one or more
saints, for religious and charitable
purposes. but which led to the creati-
on of universidades (understood as a
group ol people who formed a corpo-
ration as stated in many of the Orde-
namientos (ordinances) of the States
General of Leon and Castile), of hier-
mandades (brotherhoods) and gre-
mios (guilds) which retained a certain
religious flavour but were more cen-
tred on the technical-labour, regulati-
on of professional practice. training
ol new members, ways of getting a

licence, ethical vigilance, pursuit of

intrusion and even control of certain
products essential to the profession
(e.g. coal and iron for the forges).
Practice of the profession required
membership of the corresponding
guild.

The guilds often  committed
abuses, exercised monopolies and
placed high prices on the products
and work they controlled.

Vets were also guilty of abuses
according to the complaint made by
procurators to the States General
(Zamora, 1432; Madrid, 1435;
Madrigal, 1438; in the reign of Juan
I1), in which doctors, surgeons, bloo-
dletters, vets and other occupations
figure, accused of malpractice of roy-
al authorization, committing the cri-
mes of illtreatment, bribery, violation
of the privileges of towns and, which
was worse, giving licences to incom-
petent persons in such a way as to

cause health risks to clients, many of

whom died (“many die before one is
cured”). The king promised to send
his own physicians to examine the
licences exhibited by those professio-
nals.

Thanks to the excellent work of V.
Dualde Pérez (1991-1997) we know

details of guild life in the kingdom of

Valencia, where the confraternities
became guilds at the end of the 14th
century, with professional activity in

the 15th and following centuries. The
euild was basically moved by profes-
sional and linancial motives with litt-
le interest in improving the scientific
level and a great emphasis on the
smithying rather than the medical
work.

With no teaching centres for veteri-
nary science, prolessional training
was done by being an assistant to tho-
se who knew, that is to say, those with
practical experience and a certain
reputation (maestros masters), people
who. as occurred in other occupati-
ons (smiths, surgeons. bloodletters,
midwives, cte) were possibly very
often country people, besides. One
began as an aprendiz (apprentice) to
whom housing. clean clothes and
food were offered. in a contract sig-
ned before a scribe and with a gua-
rantor in some occupations (apothe-
cary). For four years they were
instructed in theory by reading texts
and in practice by working beside the
master, then another two years as ofi-
cial (skilled worker) at a minimum
age of 20. Doctors and apothecaries
used a similar system. Finally the
examination by the tribunal accor-
ding to the guild Ordenanzas (rules),
which awarded a licence if they pas-
sed, although, as we have already
seen, some vets were authorized to
give licences directly in the kingdom
of Castile.




ts. like other professionals
ut any regulated plan of studies,
wally used texts written in
ance languages (“romancistas”
ancist) for their studies of theo-
1 contrast to those qualified at
arsity who read works in Latin
nistas” Latinist) and looked
10on the former. Apart from the
'y exam aspirants to becoming a
ad to pass a practical one which
ys included the so-called “Sam-
r exam work™, consisting of for-
two horseshoes. There were no
zal exams. Independently of the

exam the Council of the town of

wcia (23.3.1436) appointed a
1to examine those who alrcady
ised veterinary medicine in the
al. This meant validation of a
sting  professional practice,
use of the need to avoid much
1ge, and even the death caused to
als by not knowing cnough
t their illnesses, and for the com-
good. It was formed of three
members from the Council and
sther members, two doctors and
urgeon with the town deputy for
justice.
nongst the works of the period
m in Christian Spain appear the
taria dos cavallos (1240), a Gal-
-Portuguese translation of the
by J. Ruffus De medicamentis
rum et de morbis equorum ad

Federicum secundum imperatores:
the Libre que parla de las malaltias
dels cavalls e por guarirlos de totas
malaltias  (1255), translated into
Romance from Latin by order of don
Fadrique, son of Fernando 111 and
Beatriz of Swabia: the Cirwrgia ...
Medicina de homens, cavalls et fal-

cons by Teodorico Borgognoni or of

‘alencia, a codex written ca. 1270,
translated from Latin to Cataloni-
an/Valencian about 1276, with copies
from the 14th century: the Libre de
menescalcia et de albeiteria et fisica
de las besties, by J. Alvarez de
Salamillas or Salamiella (1280): the
Livro d'Alveiteria by master Giraldo,
doctor to the king of Portugal (1318):
the Incipit tabula omnium capittlo-
rum ... ac omnium morborum equi
(1320) by Lorenzo Rusio at the
beginning of the 14th century and the
Catalonian manuscripts written by
Manuel Diez or Diaz about 1460
which appeared in print for the first
time in Castilian with the title Libro
de albevieria (1495). We could add
those relative to riding such as the
Leal conselheiro a qual fez Dom
Duarte ... seguido do libro da ensina-
nga de bem cavalgar toda sella by
King Duarte of Portugal and those
about hunting which we will deal
with later on. Some of them, like the
De venatione et de avevpio (1500) by
B. Aquaviva ol Aragon, included the

Hevwowva Vi oo Loacronnae 1997 20 g

care of dogs and horses with their

discases.

The first known Spanish Ordenan-
zas (rules) on veterinary medicine are
those of Valencia (1298) in the time
of Jaime I1, authorizing farriers, vets
and silversmiths to form the guild
celebrating feasts and commemora-
tions first in the convent of La Mer-
ced and later meetings and services in
the church of San Agustin, in honour

of their first patron, Saint Eloy of

Noyon, then taking as their patron
saint Lucia, before having their own
headquarters in Valencia in the 16th
century. The problems between vets/-
farriers, on the one hand and the
other members of the guild (lock-
smiths, shotgun makers, gunsmiths,
knife makers, ete) led to a separation.
Centuries were to pass belore smith-
ying and clinical treatment were divi-
ded, thus differentiating smiths from
vets.

The Ordenanzas (rules) ol the
Valencian guild of vets of 1483 inclu-
ded labour regulations, rules on the
apprenticeship — period,  aptitude
exams to become a master vet and.
given that the exams depended on the
Council of the Town, the guild de-
manded the right to take the responsi-
bility for them, invoking a resolution
of the Council in 1436 to put a stop to
the abuses committed.

The guildmasters formed part of
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Sanitary rules in the Laws and reeulations of
La Mesta (/3172).

B2,

middle class socicty, together with
lawyers, physicians etc and the
master of vets in Valencia had an
exaggerated idea of his members’
dignity because, in line with the pre-
judices of the time, he did not aceept
“slaves, Moors, Jews, descendants of
this or any other bad sect or race™ in
the guild. and even added “or French-
man’ to this list at one time.

The previously mentioned exami-
ning board for vets established by the
Council of the town of Valencia is of
historic importance because it was
the first in Spain, confirmed by the
Catholic king Fernando (13.0ct.
1479). The document detailed sancti-
ons for contraveners, especially for
intruders and deontological rules
were made. Indeed, Juan 11 of Castile
and Leon, who created the Board of
medical Lxamining Mayors to autho-

Sl




1¢ practice of medicine (1422)
hich was confirmed by Enrique
ad granted “licences™ giving
vets permission to examine
ts to this profession and to
rize them to practise it, and he
1amed Fernando Garcia Major
ining Mayor of Veterinary Sur-
. (1450) and the Catholic queen
did the same (1475) with Fran-
de Penalosa, yet there was no
L in the kingdom of Castile but
*personal appointments of exa-
S.
& abuses committed by the
s and some professionals, as
18 those derived from the family
poly which some fell into, made
intervention necessary in the
isula. This culminated in the
matica (royal edict) on 30th
h. 1476, naming major exami-
or doctors, surgeons, spice dea-
nd herbalists and. on 13th April,
. creating the Protoalbeyterato
) veterinary medicine) Board, a
ic and particularly valuable
ution at the time, which ended
cterinary Middle Ages. prepa-

for the splendid flowering of

:rn veterinary medicine which

d link up with the founding of

chools of Veterinary Medicine at
1d of the 18th century.

MEDIEVAL LIVESTOCK FARM-
ING IN CHRISTIAN SPAIN
Although all the domestic and useful
species appear in medieval docu-
ments, horses, valuable in war (“the
exercise of the cavalry which is very
cood and very honourable and very
useful to all those in our kingdoms
who have to go to war™, Parliament of
Burgos, 1379, Juan I) and sheep. the
main supplier of meat and wool, dea-
ling in which was a monopoly of
Castile, are of particular note.

The horse was so important that it
became a sign of social distinction as
the horseman/gentleman had the
attributes of aristocracy and nobility.
associated with privileges. There are
numerous references to equines in
medieval documents, beginning with
the Fuero (code of laws) of Leon
(1020, Alfonso V), a reign in which a
good horse was worth 100 sheep.
from 6 to 8 and even 10 to 20 oxen in
different areas, or 25 donkeys. The
States  General of Jerez (1268,
Alfonso X) stated that the best horse
was worth 200 maravedis whilst the
best tame ox reached a price of 9 mar-
avedis. The same document stated that
for Galicia and Asturias the rates were
400 sueldos in Alfonsine coins and 30)
sueldos, respectively. The sueldo was
the equivalent of a *modio™ of wheat
(9.25 litres, 2 “celemines™ or 1/20
Castilian pounds), one sheep or one

goat. It is casy to deduce that, in these
conditions, the services of vets and
farriers must have been highly valued.

As a work animal the horse was
hardly used as oxen were preferred.
They allowed deep ploughing to be
done although slowly, but were even-
tually replaced by mules who ploug-
hed more shallowly but also more
quickly.

Horse breeding was encouraged by
the kings by granting privileges to
those who had horses, obliging peop-
le to own them, making mule breed-
ing difficult or prohibiting it and for-
bidding exports. Alfonso X (1258)
stopped the export of horses and
other livestock without a royal licen-
ce and pardoned those who took
“argent bivo o bermeion™ (mercury
or cinnabar) but not those who “took
horses and livestock out of the coun-
try” (1288).

IFernando 1V (1301) repeated the
prohibition to export horses “or other
forbidden things™. imposing the
death penalty (1312), applicable even
to aristocrats and other nobles becau-
se they “must be carcful more than
others not to do this™ (1338, Alfonso
X1). The repetition of the prohibition
was constant in the reign of Alfonso
X1T(1313; 1315: 1322; 1338), in spite
of interested dealers tempting the
king by offering him one tenth to be
paid by the seller and another by the

e

Main routes of transhumance in Spain from
the “cabeceras ™ (heads, Leon, Scegovia,
Soria and Cuenca) to the “extremos ™ in the
South. Dotted areas represent the property of
Military Orders. (After Vieens Vives).

buyer, with the promise not to export
“to the territory of the Moors”
(Madrid, 1339). Pedro I (1351) would
regulate export under the control of
*wood men” and experts. A 10 to 20
league wide strip was established in
border arcas where controls were
stricter.

Alfonso X1 (1346) made regulati-
ons, confirmed and perfected by tho-
se succeeding him, to encourage hor-
se breeding by granting libertics and
exemptions to towns, villages and
places, prohibiting the seizure of
colts and mares belonging to bree-
ders: forcing those who had mules to
have the same number of horses and
to replace horses that died or were
sold within specific periods of time:
and even restricting the trimmings
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:ould be worn by the wives of
who did not possess a horse in
le. Enrique 11 (1371) imposed
:ssion of a horse on those who
ertain personal property or real
. stating that the horse should be
1at least 3.000 maravedis so that
dy would comply on paper by
¢ a nag. The Catholic monarchs
») confirmed this as an obligati-
yw nobles: a man, his wife and
ren were also exempted from
in taxes if he had a horse and
ons “anno e dia™ (for a year and
).
¢ other important factor in
eval livestock was sheep with
h transhumance, La Mesta and
no sheep were associated in this
d.
anshumance goces back to the
wl before the Middle Ages.
use the Liber iudiciorom  or
m iudicum (Fuero juzgo) already
I regulations relative to determi-
oadways designated for transhu-
livestock transit as well as regu-
2 shepherding practices in relati-
y the feeding of livestock. La
ta initially called shepherds to-
>r 1o resolve the problem of stray.
yr ownerless animals. In the king-
of Aragon the Casa de Gana-
s (house of livestock farmers).
rative of shepherds. was founded
'8 for the same purpose. In 11th

century Catalonia there was also
livestock transhumance towards the
Pyrences and the Maestrazgo moun-
tains, encouraged by the great
monasteries in the 12th and 13th cen-
turies. References to the kingdom of
Valencia’s livestock migrating seaso-
nally to Aragon also exist.

The main routes transited by the
mass of flocks from the sierra to the
other end of the country (“extremos™)
and viceversa, according to the sca-
son were th ('(Il;(lllll.\' or carrarias
(livestock tracks) (called cabaneras
in Aragon and carratges in Catalo-
nia). A series of “cordeles”, paths and
other livestock routes of lesser impor-
tance completed the design  that
allowed travelling. The royal live-
stock tracks, designated by their
“cabeceras™ or starting points, were
those of Leon, Scgovia, Soria and
Cuenca. cach with various deviati-
ons. When Alfonso X regulated La
Mesta (1273) he specified their
dimensions, especially for those that
led through cultivated land or vine-
yards: they were 6 sogas (a cord mea-
suring 8 1/2 yards approximately)
fortylive spans wide, equivalent to 90
yards. when passing through cult-
vated land or vineyards.

The history of La Mesta is full of
constant complaints made by live-
stock farmers against towns and vil-
lages and by their inhabitants against

<) 7 ]

Ibero-Roman bronze found in Villafranquilla, near Cordoba (c.

amerino ran,

the shepherds because both commit-
ted abuses. the former because they
often tried to charge excessive tolls
and tributes for passage of livestock
and the latter because the shepherds
did not always respect the designated
route and sometimes invaded land
thus causing damage to crops.

La Mesta managed to have so
many privileges and was granted
such tolerance that Sorapin de Rieros
was able to state that “There is no
Grandec of Spain more protected by

judges and alguazils than his sheep™.

Its detractors, who were many and
important, came to regret the situati-
on in Spain saying that “three Holies
and one lonourable have over-
whelmed the kingdom™, referring to
the Holy Crusade, the Holy Inquisiti-
on, the Holy Brotherhood and the
Honourable Council of La Mesta. La
Mesta was founded quite democrati-
cally as one only needed to have 50

,Ii”.k’

11 century hC) represel

sheep to become part of it (¢ode ©F
Laws of Caceres. 1229, Alfonso 1X)s
but it ended up in the hangg of the
nobility, the cathedral clergy ynd the
great monasteries, and the pilitary
Orders to such an extent jy only
nobles occupied the decision-making
posts from the I5th century,

Alfonso X put all the shepherds I
all his kingdoms together by forming
the Honourable Council of [ 4 Mesta
(1273). which Alfonso X| pmccd
under royal patronage with the name
of General and Royal [ijvestock
(1347). The Catholic Monarchs made
the first code of laws (1492). In the
end all the provisions were gnlhcrcd
in the Libro de la leves, privilegios v
provisiones reales del Honrado Con-
cejo de la Mesta general ... with suc-
cessive compilations and additions
throughout the centuries until the
organization ceased o exist.

It is surprising that there are so
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y works about La Mesta without
-eferences in them to veterinary
ity. This again suggests that only
> looking at the texts with a pro-
onal eye can find things which
wise mean nothing to the profa-
1 Klein’s important work animal
sses and veterinary work are not
ioned once. However, the Coun-
“La Mesta. meeting in Berlanga
h September, 1499, established
ws health rules and the wording
qading XXI1 of the Leves de la
a 13 On sick livestock and how
must be taken to separate areas
ad™, which gives a clear idea of
ontagiousness of some discases.
z¢ and agalaxia (“gout™) in she-
nd goats, smallpox, bacterial
ax (Usanguinuela™), chlostridial
otoxaemia (“chamberga™, “yel-
or “cucharilla™), which the con-
d to certain paturage, fasciolosis
0™), coenurosis (“modorra™ or
co™), foot rot (“pedero™) and
us types of miscarriage, some of
1 were attributed to cating shrub
s (of Cistus ladanifer) or exces-
besity, were well known. There
also various rules relative to ani-
eproduction, selective breeding
ne number of sires in relation to
of female animals, tail cutting,
bligation to brand animals,
:r pain of a fine of six rams each
they are discovered without sho-

eing or branding™ (Berlanga, 1499).
La Mesta became so powerful that
it controlled close to three million

sheep apart from a great deal of other

livestock because, as the king said,
“we consider it correct to take all
livestock, cows and mares, fillies and
colts, pigs and sows and ewes and
rams and she-goats and he-goats,
under our protection and our defen-
ce™. Dogs were also important becau-
se it established that anyone who sto-
le another’s “mastifT, or mastifl bitch,
should pay the owner five rams for
cach one™.

That is to say, the Mesta not only
referred to sheep or even Merino she-
ep. Inreference to this breed we must

insist on rejecting the attribution of

its origin to the Benimerines. The
small Ibero-Roman bronze of the Sth
or 4th century B.C., found in Villa-
franquilla (1981) near Cordoba as
well as the Merino figures decorating
a Roman sarcophagus of the 2nd cen-
tury A.D.. found here, testify to its
Andalusian origin before the Moslem
conquest, as  Sianchez Belda &
Sanchez Trujillano (1979) and Lagu-
na Sanz (1986) point out, the former
reminding us that the name Merino
appeared in 1146, many years before
the arrival of the Benimerins, and not
as Klein states (1936) in the time of
Juan 11 in 1442, Moreover., the Beni-
merins stayed in Spain for too short a

period of time from 1331, at their top
power, until they were beaten at the
battle of river Salado of Tarifa, on the
30th October, 1340 to have had so
much influence. In this case the
homonym is doubtless a good exam-
ple of what translators call “false
friends™.

PROTECTION OF AGRICULTURE,
LIVESTOCK FARMING

AND NATURE

Provisions designed to protect agri-
culture and livestock farming, toget-
her with those relative to what we
would call concern about ecology,
were not unusual.

From the States General of Leon
(1189) onwards, working beasts
(“oxen and ploughing beasts™) were
declared non-seizable. Grazing on
commonland was regulated, ploug-

hing it was forbidden and the use of

stubble fields and arable land was
allowed once crops had been har-
vested, in accordance with the Old
Code of Laws of Castile (1356), whi-
ch has come down to modern times
with the laws on pasturage and the
season during which livestock graze
on stubble. There were even referen-
ces to brave bull farms in Bamba
(1164-1185) and Pedraja de Portillo

(Valladolid) as well as mentions of

“encierros’ (driving the bulls into the

pen before a bullfight) in Cuéllar
(Segovia) before 1447,

As for what we could call concern
for ecology. Alfonso X (1258, 1268)
prohibited taking partridge cggs or
young partridges, hunting hares and
partridges during snowstorms “an
action so that the game can flee™ and
the establishment of a close scason,
“unless using birds™, [rom Shrovetide
until the feast of Saint Michael.
Morcover it was forbidden to take
goshawks, falcons and sparrow
hawks at certain times, describing the
plumage that the birds should have
according to their age and forbidding
scizure of their eggs too, as well as
the export of these birds, whose pri-
ces he fixed. considering their age
and hunting capacity. As for trout
fishing, a close scason was establis-
hed from Ist November to st March,
the use of quicklime and “*poisonous
herbs™ to kill trout (1435) was forbid-
den with the danger of discase and
even death for those who bought
without knowledge of their origin.

Alfonso X1 (1348) prohibited put-
ting “big traps with irons into which
bears, pigs or deer can fall” in the
woodlands, to avoid risk to people
and horses and punishing this by pri-
son, whipping and cutting off one
hand.

Not only falconers but also horse
huntsmen and mastifl’ boys appeared
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id the kings and with the chara-
ind privileges of “officials™ of
house in the time of Juan [l
', 1451). Long betore that “lepo-
rreyhounds™ were spoken of in
nents from the Leon monaste-
f” Sahagun and San Pedro de
1iza in 1073 and 1081, respecti-

Aragon Pedro I also ruled pro-
¢ measures for hunting and con-
»d it useful for the meat supply.
idea of the importance of hunt-
1 medieval times is provided by
xts completely or partially dedi-
to this activity, among them the
sia ... Medicina de homens,
s et falcons by Teodorico Bor-
oni (ca 1270); the Libro de la
by prince Juan Manuel (ca
). the Libro de monteria de
iso N1 (1342-1350): the De la
de las aves, ¢ de sus plumages, ¢
1wcias, ¢ melecinamientos (1400)
wancellor Pedro Lopez de Ayala,
he notable influence of the Livio
tleonaria by the Portuguese P
no: and the Libro de cetreria by
de Fahagund (1450).

oL FISH AND
LIC HEALTH
¢ documents allow us to deduce

commercial and sanitary activi-
relative to the supply of meat,

fish and other foods of animal origin
developed. In general supply was
regulated by the councils using the
systems of “offers™ or competition, in
which exclusive licences were gran-
ted to certain persons or concerns on
payment of certain amounts. These
were then obliged to offer quality
merchandise regularly at reasonable
prices. Price checking was a constant
worry so the holding of town fairs
and markets was encouraged. In the
code of law of Leon (1020) a council
licence was required for meat sellers,
who were obliged to sell by weight
under the control of the zabazoque
(from the Arabic sahib as-suqg: mana-
ger of the market). The almotacén or
inspector of weights and measures
(from the Arabic al-muhitasib) also
appearcd in Ledn, Castile and the
kingdoms of Aragon, Valencia and
Majorca, where he was called
mostagal, mustasaf or mostassaf. the
civil servant in charge of weights and
measures, adulterations, falsification
of food and medicinal products, eli-
mination of products in a bad state
and cleaning of market premises,
boardinghouses, ete. These civil ser-
vants sometimes counted on assistant
inspectors, the alamines (from the
Arabic  al-amin, in charge of
checking the accuracy of weights and
measures and pricing supplies) which
ended up being called “fieles™ (accu-

rates) in the Ordenanzas (byelaws) of
the town of Ledn from 1543 on. The-
se officials appeared in the code of
laws of Cuenca (1190), Brihuega
(1202) and many other towns with
slight variations and are clearly a pre-
decessor of the veterinary inspection
of foods, as traditionally practised in
Spain.

Jaime 1 (1238) granted licences to
the first butcher’s shops in Valencia
and the butchers had pasturage aro-
und the town made available to them
for their livestock. An important
veterinary decision was taken in 1337
by the Council of the town of Valen-
cia prohibiting the sale of measles
pork (cysticercosis). Meat salting was
not permitted in Oviedo until the
feast day of Saint Michael (29th Sep-
tember) and only those who had pre-
pared it were authorized to sell it.

As for fish, documents exist that
give evidence of the Spanish taste for
it from rivers as well as the sca. Rules
on meats and fish were generally
made public together in the byclaws
of towns and villages. Fishscllers
were called fishmongers or sardine
sellers (like a Gonzalo Fernandez
who appeared in a document of the
cathedral of Leon on 30th January,
1433, as a sardine seller and on 2nd
March, 145%, as a fishmonger or
pijotero (from the Latin pisciota,
whiting, from piscis. ish).

Head of merino ram, in a Roman sarchopha-
ve (I centiory aC, Cordobua).

We find a strange dietetic rule in
the States General of Valladolid
(1258) in the reign of Alfonso X.
which stated that meat must not be
caten more than twice a day, includ-
ing game. and that fish must not be
caten on that day. On [lish days three
kinds could be caten, without count-
ing shellfish.

As for hygiene, Alfonso X forbade
throwing dung or any other dirt into
the streets from butchers” or fishmon-
gers shops. The byelaws of Burgos
forbade feeding mules and oxen in
the streets and keeping pigs in houses
in the 14th and 15th centuries, and
even asked that butcher’s shops be
moved to places where they would
not offend people at the beginning off
1429, ordering their removal from the
centre for reasons of hygiene and
adornment. The byelaws in Paredes




wa (15th century) regulated the
ol of dungheaps and the prohibi-
against installing them in the
ts. mentioning the sites made
ible by the town and authorizing

use for fertilizing the fields.
ly the byelaws of Leon prohibit-
'ts from bleeding steeds in the
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I of Teterinary Medicine, Leon.

Old Hungarian Books in the Special Book Collection
of Veterinary History

1574-1850

The first volume of the publications of the Central Library in the University of
Veterinary Science contains the introduction of archives as a primary source of manu-
scripts in the form of a repertory. This second piece of the series focusses on the printed
relics of the past.

Though now the most up-to-date means are at the disposal of the veterinary
education and research, teh library is obliged to collect, to reveal and to process the
special cultural relics, as well. This publication prepared on the occasion of the 200th
anniversary of the start of veterinary education was compiled not only for librarians and
veterinarians but for those too, who are interested in and fond of old books.

"Habent sua fata libelli’ — the books have their own fate and in this fate not
only the history of a library may be revealed, but the roots can trace back in the history
of a branch of science having been a slice of the scientific world of the past 200 years
in Hungary.

In the last years a process of changing took place in the library of ours attracting
more attention to the history of books and libraries. In the period of 1981 —1983 a tech-
nical and professional reconstruction was carried out and the building designed by Imre
Steindl, formerly having been the home of rectorate, was assigned to the library. Here,
in the rector’s reception room, a place uniquely furnished was reserved for the special
collection. Though, at the opening of the renewed library in 1984 some 5000 volumes of
old books were set on the shelves of the special collection, the real value of the whole
stock could have been only estimated.

The reorganization of the archives and museum was done in 1983. At this time
inventories of the foundation year, 1787 came up containing book lists. It was proved
that in this period when the University Library System of Pest consisted of only the
library of the veterinary department and the library of observatory, the former had a
rather valuable book stock. The biggest Hungarian veterinary book collection of today
has grown up from this stock.

The conscious library organization of Prof. Séndor Tolnay could be considered
as an up-to-date scientific base of education. Up to the end of the life he cared for the
acquisition of the collection and he had got a significant budget, as well. From the in-
ventories of the years of 1787—1818 it can be reconstructed that the basic book stock
(224 volumes) was purchased by Prof. Tolnay himself. From these 203 volumes can be
found in the historical book collection even today.

The first books in Hungarian were represented by the translations of Prot. Wol-
stein's books (Wolstein was the professor of S. Tolnay in Vienna), as well as by Tolnay's
own works. The publication of these books arouse great interest in the country. After the
death of Tolnay his successors, Prof. Jozsef Zlamal, Prof. Vilmos Zlamal, and Prof. Alajos
Szabo, all continued the library organizing activities in a competent way.
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